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him, his lieutenants KriU and Cancer, a loyalty 
surpassing that held by the men for the FDN it- 
self. In their devotiim to Suicida, these troops 
wagedtheirown war, a war out of FDN corUrol 
and, ultimately, beyond the scope of anything 
WaMngton had envisioned. lUough the CIA and 
the FDN supported Suicida’s war at first, ulti- 
mately Suidda and his men became a matter of 
international embarrassment for them. 



How one contra got serious 
about the battle to oust 
the Sandinistas 


By Christopher Dickey 


f N DECEMBER 1961, Ronald Reagan 

signed a presidential finding that estal^ 
Ushed a force foe ‘^wamilitary operations’’ 
against Nicaragua. This force became known 

as the “eontrae”or "counterrevolutionaries.” 
Originally /donned as a SOO-man, covert CIA 

operation aimed at stopping arms traffic from 
Nicaragua to the rebeU in El Salvador, the "secret 
war" became a catdi phrase for Watiungton’s at- 
tempts to /tressure, harass and destabilise the 
Nicaaguan government. By 1986, tite contra 
fi^aing force had grown to an estimated 10,000 

largest contra faction, the Nicaraguan 

Demoeratic Force (FDN), operated out ofHon^ 

duras crossing the border mtoNicara^ to make 
raids on villages and Sandinista militia positions 
Because US. support for the contras was part of a 
CIA-furuied program, tittle was knoummitiaUy 
about the FDN commanders, their farces and Uieir 
tactics. Washington Post foreign eorres/nndent 
Christopher Dickey was one of the first reporters 

to go bMnd contra lines. 

In this excerpt from Dickey’s book Withdie 

ContiMi we join one FDN force under the com- 

ntand of Pedro Pablo Cktix Centeno, knoum to his 
men as "Sukida.” A former member of dictat^ 

Anastasio Somosa-Debayle’s National Guard, the 
most feared of Somota’s security forces. Suicida 

corned his nomde guerre by taking his men into 
battles—and winning themr-udien other com- 
manders and their troops woidd have died on the 


B y NOVEMBER 1982, Suiddi had hk HMD, h« 
had hit guna and ha nady for hk khad of 
war big attacks loddng for big wina. First they 
would eliminate the Sandinkta outposts along 
the border, then they would push their forces 
deep inside the narrow ixMtliHn tip of Nueva 
Segovia in Nicaragua. They would attack Jalapa 
itadf. B they could take it, they would call in 
siqn>ort 00 einh^ around the town, and 
reinforoements overiand from Honduras. They 
would dedare a liberated territory. Then the war 
to oust the communists could get sttious. 

At FDN headquarters in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 
however, there did not seem to be mudi enthu- 
siasm fot thk idea. The general staff toyed with it 
It sounded good But the men at the other bases 
were still in training, and tl^ did not want to act 
until everyone was r^y — if then. In the middle of 
Novembw, without orders from Tegudgalpa, and 
on hk own account Suicida began hk infihzation 
and hk offensive in the Segovias. 


The ini^ attacks were small Most of Suicida’s 
new recruits were raw, many could not be relied on 
to fight But the Sandinkta forces t^ wwe up 
against were dten half-trained militiaiwn cs raw 
as anyone in their own ranks. As Suicida’s popple 
gained experience in little ambushes and engage- 
ments the scope of the fighting grew. Krill and 
Cancer were spearheading the operation, and well 
part Providencia they had yet to encounter mqjor 
resista n c e . The only problem was ammunition. The 
new recruits wasted a lot and they were running 
out quickly. Suicida started falling to the nrw 
bases asking for support, trying to draw them into 
the Sght But one by one the responses earn* tvy-jy 
over the radia ‘’Negative.’’ Now he called Teguci- 
galpa. He had an offmisive going. He was giving heU 

to the Sandinktas, couldn’t they tell that? And. 

however reluctantly, th^ begim diverting up piift 
to hk camp to try to sustain him. 

The general staff in Tegucigalpa had not known 

what to do about Suicida’s offensive when it be^m. 

But they soon saw that, at least in the shmrt term, it 
could give them the credibility they wanted as s 

ffghting force. He was inside Nicaragua, he ww 
Bating, and be was holding hk own. 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/24 : CIA-RDP91-00587R000100250009-7 




